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SUPER DIESELS:!
GP35/ DD35/ DD35B

EMD GP35 #5654/ DD35B #5655 Demonstrator set
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The locomotive manufacturers’ horsepower race of the early 1960s spawned several massive creations that rolled from the
assembly halls of LaGrange, Schenectady and Erie. The ‘Super Diesels’, as they were called, include General Electric’s
U50C/D, Alco’s C855A/B, and EMD’s DD35A/B and DD40X. General Motors, through its Electro-Motive Division, produced
the most successful of the "Super Diesel" units in the form of their DD series of locomotives. (CONTINUED...)
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The DD35A/ DD35B story...continued

The DD35 project was EMD’s answer to the 5,000+ horsepower products of the other two large locomotive buizers. Alco and
GE. The long-haul railroads of the west were searching for a way to reduce the number of locomotives per train, whilz
continuing to provide enough horsepower fo deliver adequate performance on sustained grades. At the same time. Union
Pacific was searching for a replacement for their series of gas turbine units. All three builders created locomotives to meet
these requirements, but the DD35 would prove to be the only reliable "Super Diesel" of the 1960s group.

Initially, EMD offered the unit only in a cabless DD35B configuration. Meant to act as a booster unit in conjunction with
standard GP35 locomotives, this locomotive had two separate bodies and prime movers mounted on a single frame. This
frame rode on the world’s largest single-piece cast trucks. The locomotive basically consisted of two cabless GP35 units
above the frame, but below it the locomotive showed its uniqueness with massive Rockwell International D-type trucks and
a 5200-gallon fuel tank. EMD constructed thirty of these units in 1963-64, three of which went to the Southern Pacific, while
the Union Pacific purchased the remainder, including both EMD demonstrator units.

Union Pacific then convinced EMD to produce the locomotive in a DD35A configuration, incorporating a standard EMD cab
and flared radiator grills onto the existing DD35B chassis. Fifteen of these units were constructed for the Union Pacific in
1965.

| At first the UP DD35s were placed in system-wide service handling high speed, priority trains. These locomotives rarely
i handled manifest freight drags. They migrated from the eastern end of the system to the west, and back during their career,
| spending the bulk of their service lives hauling freight with the DD40AX Centennials on the California and Utah Divisions.
“s Towards the end of their service in the late 1970s the locomotives rarely strayed far from the Salt Lake City shops due to

their maintenance needs.

= The Union Pacific DD35B units were sidelined in 1979-80 after a lifetime of hard use. The DD35A units were retired in
“ﬂ 1979-81, after spending the past five years in-and-out of the deadlines due to a slowdown in the national economy.
All DD35 units were retired by August 1981.
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Union Pacific DD35B #74B, 77B, 80B, 81B, 85B, 88B, built 9/63- 9/64 OMI #7035.1
Factory painted yellow/ gray, original lettering, lights.
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Union Pacific DD35B #74B, 75B, 90B, built 9/63- 9/64
Factory painted yellow/ gray, modernized lettering, lights.
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UNION PACIFIC DD35B REBUILDS
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Union Pacific DD35B
#93B rebuilt with
sand boxes,
modified ends
Factory painted
yellow/ gray,

lettered, lights.

OMI #7038.1

Photo by

Bryan Griebenow,

K. M. Ardinger collection
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Union Pacific DD35B
#91B rebuilt with
sand boxes,
modified ends
Factory painted
yellow/ gray,

lettered, lights.

OMI #7037.1
K. M. Ardinger photo
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Union Pacific DD35B
#98B with sand boxes,
modified ends

Factory painted yellow
gray, lettered, lights.

OMI =7040.1
Photo by K. M. Arginger

Union Pacific DD35B
#94B with sand boxes
Factory painted

yellow/ gray,

lettered, lights.

OMI #7039.1
Photo by J. R. Quinn,
A. J. Wolff collection
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC DD358B

Southern Pacific received three DD35B units in early 1964 and began operating the units in system-wide main-

line service. When SP began purchasing high horsepower C-C locomotives in the late 1960s the DD35B units
began to spend time in the deadlines when traffic levels would drop. The units were placed in storage during
1969-71, then operated during 1971-72, and spent varying amounts of time in storage again in 1973-76. After @
this period, the units were placed into transfer service in southern California where the three units continued in
operation until 1978, when they were retired. SP sold the units for scrap in January 1979.

Southern Pacific

DD35B
; #8400-8402
SOUTHERN Factory painted
PACIFIC dark gray/ scarlet

red, lettered lights.

OMI #7041.1

Photo by Don Gruber,
Mainline Photos
collection

Southern Pacific DD35B (ex. #8401-8402) #9901, 9902 OMI #7041.2
Factory painted dark gray/ scarlet red, lettered lights. J. M. Gruber collection
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Union Pacific DD35A #70-84, original version, built 4/65-6/65 OMI #7042.1
Factory painted yellow/ gray, lettered ‘Dependable Transportation’ on cab sides, lights. Courtesy Union Pacific
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Union Pacific DD35A #70-84 w/ sand boxes added OMI #7043.1
Factory painted yellow/ gray, lettered ‘We can handle it.’ on cab sides, lights. Photo by A. J. Wolff

Union Pacific DD35A
#82 w/ antenna platform
on cab roof (1976 era)
Factory painted

yellow/ gray, lettered

‘We can handle it.’

on cab sides, lights.

OMI #7044.1
Photo by A. J. Wolff

Union Pacific DD35A
#82 w/ antenna piatform
on cab roof (1972 era)
Factory painted

yellow/ gray, lettered
‘DEPENDABLE
TRANSPORTATION’

on cab sides, lights.

OMI #7044.2
Photo by A. J. Wolff

Union Pacific DD35A
#70, 71, 77 with sand
boxes added

Factory painted yellow/
gray, lettered w/ UP shield
and large road number on
cab side, lights.

,‘ OMI #7045.1

Photo by Howard W. Ameling
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ELECTRO-MoTIVE DivisioN GP35 SERIES

EMD GP35 Demonstrator #1964,

later #1965 w/ side doors removed

and interior modeled |
Factory painted red-orange, white, 0
lettered, lights.

OMI #7033.1
Courtesy EMD,
Joseph Krajaniak collection

BNSF GP38-2 (rebuilt GP35) #2501, #2540 w/ EMD Hi-Ad trucks (Not Shown) OMI #7046.1
Factory painted Heritage | scheme, lettered, lights, ditch lights.

CSX RD Slug #2311, 2330
unpowered

Factory painted blue/ yellow/
gray, lettered, lights.

OMI #7047.1
Photo Courtesy
Withers Publishing

Frisco GP35 #701-711,
Phase I, w/ roof mounted
air tanks

Factory painted black, yellow
lettering, lights.

OMI #7048.1
Photo Courtesy
Withers Publishing

BN GP35 (ex. Frisco) #2550,
2582, Phase |, w/ roof
mounted air tanks

Factory painted green/ black
w/ white barricade stripes,
lettered, lights.

OMI #7048.2
Prototype Photo




Norfolk and Western
GP35 High Hood
#200, 213, w/ EMD

. B| trucks

NORFOLK AND WESTERN ¢ P Ejﬁ;cr’n"’é %‘2?3&3&;‘(’
(gothic nose medal-
lion), gold lettering,
lights.

OMI #7049.1
Photo courtesy
Withers Publishing

Norfolk and Western

GP35 High Hood #212,
: 218, w/ EMD trucks
Factory painted black,
scheme F8 lettering
(large 15" NORFOLK
AND WESTERN on
hood, small NW on
ends and 15" numerals
on cab side), white
lettering, lights.

-~ NORFOLK v WESTERN

OMI #7049.2
Photo by OMI Team

Southern Railroad
GP35 High Hood
#2645, 2697

w/ Alco trucks

Factory painted black
w/ gold & white striping,
lights.

OMI #7050.1
Photo courtesy
Withers Publishing

Savannah & Atlanta
GP35 High Hood
#2705, 2708

w/ Alco trucks

Factory painted black
w/ gold & white striping,
lights.
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OMI #7051.1
C.K. Marsh Photo,
Warren Calloway Collection
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